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By Lynn Trozzo, Odawa Casino
Resort Recruiter

There really are good things
happening out in the world and all
around us; no, really there is! 

Yesterday, I had a visitor in my
office telling me about all the great
things he and his family do to share
with those who are less fortunate, es-
pecially at this holiday time of year.  It
was an awesome story which brought
me out of my somewhat hazy writer’s
block I had been in. Of course, the
deadline for this article was two days
ago, but after listening to this tribal
citizen, I realized there is so much
goodness, and there truly is a Sunny
Side of the Street! That is how I got
started to research this month’s arti-
cle. 

I was looking at a webpage on
webware, and the headline caught my
eye, “Send me some good news” says
the author. I wanted to see what it
was, and it turned out to be an anti-
layoff spreadsheet for companies. It’s
a mechanism to track companies that
ARE hiring. Brilliant, however, all
the jobs are in Information Technol-
ogy (IT). Still, a great idea. 

Another site I was visiting was
the Department of the Interior
(DOI) home page and career portal
which has thousands of jobs posted.
I noticed the Veteran’s Administra-
tion (VA) had pages and pages of jobs
posted, and I wondered if we had al-
ready lost all the baby boomers to re-
tirement from that department. 

The very same day I had been
researching that site, the Petoskey
News Review contained an Associ-
ated Press (AP) article regarding the
VA and how the VA is under a time-
line to roll out the new GI Bill (the
generic term comprising various edu-
cation assistance programs adminis-

tered by the Department of Veterans
Affairs) for 2009, so it will be on-
boarding 400 new staff members to
assist the 520,000 veterans expected
to take advantage of the new GI Bill.
That alone was good news, but then
after further research, it just contin-
ued to get better. Our veterans will be
receiving a full scholarship to any in-
state public university of their choice.
They will also be receiving a $1,000
stipend for any extras they may need. 

Wow, now, I’m pumped for
more good news, and I look into ed-
ucation for our tribal students and
yet again, I’m thrilled! Just in case
this isn’t enough good news, just wait,
I have more! 

It’s internship searching time for
all of you juniors and seniors, recent
graduates from four-year colleges or
law students. One of the best oppor-
tunities out there for tribal students
interested in tribal public policy and
Native American Health, Education,
natural resources, and cultural preser-
vation is the 10-week internship in
Washington, D.C. Every year, the
Norris K. Udall Foundation awards
up to 12 internships, but the deadline
is nearing so don’t hesitate to jump
online and apply if you need an in-
ternship for 2009 or would just like
to experience decision making for In-
dian Country in D.C. 

The Udall Foundation is also
seeking to award 80 scholarships and
50 honorable mentions to sopho-
more and junior level college students
interested in the same careers as men-
tioned above. Don’t wait to apply.
Start planning your future as it is not
all doom and gloom these days; there
really is a sunny side. 

From 2009 to 2010, the only
two segments in job growth will be in
education and health services in the
state of Michigan. Keep these in
mind when planning a future that
keeps you in this lovely state. 

Not long ago, a wise old chair-
man of a prosperous nation told me,
“Things will turn around, we’ll have
jobs again, and the economy will heal
itself.” He spoke from the heart, and
truth be told, I believe him. 

Happy New Year everyone! 
The photo of Lynn Trozzo is by

Communications Coordinator Annette
VanDeCar.

LYNN TROZZO REPORTS FROM THE SUNNY SIDE OF THE STREET

LTBB Tribal Citizen Helps
Shepherd High School Capture Di-
vision 3 State Championship

Congratulations to David Sil-
versmith, who helped his Shepherd
High School boys cross country team
capture the Michigan High School
Athletic Association (MHSAA) Di-
vision 3 championship on November
1 in Brooklyn, MI. It was only the sec-
ond boys state title in school history.
The senior ran the second-fastest time
on his team at the state meet, setting a
personal best at 16:28.8 and finish-
ing 36th overall. 

He also helped his team win Tri-
Valley Conference Central and Divi-
sion 3 regional titles. He finished 13th
at the Carson City regional, and
earned first team all-conference hon-
ors. 

Remarkably, it was only his sec-
ond year competing in cross country. 

He is the son of Paul and Julie
Pego and Cecil Silversmith, Jr. and the
grandson of Owen and Dorothy
Smith. 

David, your family is so proud of
you! We know you put a lot of hard
work into preparing for the state meet,
and it all paid off. Congratulations on
your state championship, and happy
belated 18th birthday. We love you
very much!!

The photo of David Silversmith

competing at the Division 3 state meet
appears courtesy of RunMichigan.com. 

LTBB Tribal Citizen Earns
Masters Degree from Middle Ten-
nessee School of Anesthesiology

Congratulations to Dawn Price
of Gallatin,TN. Price, the daughter of
LTBB Tribal Elder Alice Arthur, re-
cently completed a Masters of Science
Degree with an emphasis on anesthe-
siology from Middle Tennessee
School of Anesthesiology in Madi-
son, TN. She graduated with a grade
point average of 3.99. Price is the
daughter of the late Timothy Arthur,
and the granddaughter of the late
Dorothy and Kenneth Pierce.

The photo appears courtesy of
Dawn Price. 

Descendents of Ignatius
Petoskey Gather for Annual Family
Reunion

Once again, our Great Creator
blessed us with a beautiful day for the
Petoskey reunion. It was held again
this year at Harrison City Park in Har-
rison, MI, on August 16. 

There were 70 family members
in attendance from Connecticut, Mis-
souri, Virginia, Wisconsin and Michi-
gan. Family members from Michigan
came from Baraga, Clare, Coleman,
Flint, Gaylord, Gladwin, Harrison,
Lake George, Lansing, Mt. Pleasant,
Petoskey and Temple.  

The family would like to thank
Mindy Taylor, Pixie Marshall and Rita

Pruden for putting together this year’s
reunion. They are the granddaughters
of the late Lois Petoskey, who was the
granddaughter of Ignatius Petoskey.
The city of Petoskey, MI, was named
after Ignatius Petoskey.

We had a wonderful dinner,
which was blessed by John Petoskey,

the son of the late Warren Petoskey, Sr.
After the dinner, we had a white ele-
phant sale. The auctioneer again this
year was Ralph Badgero of Clare, MI.
He is the husband of Eva Badgero, the
daughter of the late Lois Petoskey. 
Aunt Juanita Petoskey, wife of the late
Warren Petoskey, Sr., was the eldest
member in attendance, and Jasmine
Randall, daughter of Victor and
Genene Randall, was the youngest in
attendance. 

Don Petoskey and John Potter
sang songs. Don Petoskey also told
stories of our Native American his-
tory. 

Next year, the reunion will be
dedicated to June (Churchill)
Petoskey. She left us to be with our
Creator on September 2, 2008. June
Petoskey was the daughter of Warren
and Juanita Petoskey, Sr. She is missed
deeply by all of us in the Petoskey fam-
ily. 

partment established the Wa-
ganakising Odawak Business Tech-
nology Training (WOBTT) Pro-
gram. LTBB partnered with Bay
Mills Community College (BMCC)
and Ferris State University (FSU) to
offer certificate programs. 

At the end of the 2008 winter se-
mester, 278 students earned 223 cer-
tificates through WOBTT. Students
were primarily LTBB Tribal Citizens
and LTBB employees. 

In 2008, LTBB received a five-
year $2.1 million Native American
Career Technical Education Program
(NACTEP) grant from the U.S. De-
partment of Education and created a
partnership with North Central
Michigan College (NCMC) in
Petoskey to offer certificate programs
in Entrepreneurship, Nurse Aide,
Medical Assistant, Phlebotomy and
New Media. Classes are open to
LTBB Tribal Citizens first and then,
if there is space available, they are
open to the public. 

Entrepreneurship classes were
held in July and August, and classes
for the 2008 fall semester started Sep-
tember 2. 

Third Annual Circle of Excel-
lence Program Honorees

Selected by their peers, seven
LTBB Governmental Employees re-

ceived Circle of Excellence honors on
January 18 at the LTBB Employee
Appreciation Dinner. Honorees in-
cluded Archives Technician Yvonne
Walker-Keshick, Chief Conservation
Officer Kevin Willis, Regulatory De-
partment employee Dana Stafford,
Substance Abuse Counselor Susan
Yates, Environmental Services Di-
rector Rachel Schwarz, Cultural
Preservation Coordinator Leonard
“Joe” Mitchell and Community
Health Outreach Representative
Mary Gasco. 

Native Comedian Don Burn-
stick Visits Northern Michigan

Native comedian Don Burnstick
entertained the 233 LTBB Govern-
mental Employees and their guests at
the January 18 Circle of Excellence
LTBB Government Employee Ap-
preciation Dinner at Ovation Hall
inside Odawa Casino Resort in
Petoskey. 

Burnstick, a  Cree from the
Alexander First Nation located out-
side of Edmonton, Alberta, Canada,
played numerous Native characters
and humorously portrayed them,
their habits, likes and dislikes. He was
well-received by the audience. For
more information on Burnstick,
please visit www.donburnstick.com. 

Wertz Warriors Conclude En-
durance Ride at Odawa Hotel

The Wertz Warriors embarked

on a 900-mile Snowmobile En-
durance Ride on January 27 in
Chesterfield, MI, and concluded their
ride at Odawa Hotel in Petoskey on
February 2. They stopped at more
than 35 locations, receiving dona-
tions along the way for the Special
Olympics Michigan State Winter
Games. It raised $285,000. 

Odawa Casino Resort, who do-
nated $3,000 to the Wertz Warriors,
hosted a dinner for Special Olympics
Michigan and the Wertz Warriors in
Ovation Hall to conclude the ride. 

LTBB Hosts College Goal
Sunday Event

The Education Department
hosted a College Goal Sunday event
on February 24 at the LTBB Gov-
ernmental Center in Harbor Springs.
College Goal Sunday is a statewide
public awareness campaign which en-
courages students to apply for federal
financial aid no later than March 1. 

Financial aid experts from
North Central Michigan College and
Lake Superior State University
(LSSU) assisted students and their
parents in completing the free Appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) and led an informational
session about financial aid. 

Courtesy photos except for the
photo from the Language class. That
photo is by Annette VanDeCar.
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